
St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, December 16, 2018  
Gospel: Luke 3: 10-18 
The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we do?”  He said to them in reply, 
“whoever has two cloaks should share with the person who has none.  And whoever has 
food should do likewise.“ Even tax collectors came to be baptized and they said to him, 
“Teacher, what should we do?”  He answered them, “Stop collecting more than what is 
prescribed.” Soldiers also asked him, “And what is it we should do?” He told them, “Do not 
practice extortion, do not falsely accuse anyone, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
Now the people were filled with expectations, and all were asking in their hearts whether 
John might be the Christ.  John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you with water, 
but one mightier than I is coming.  I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He 
will baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn 
unquenchable fire.”  Exhorting them in many other ways, he preached good news to the 
people.  
 
 
Questions to Ponder: 
This week we see John the Baptist preparing the way for Jesus. The gospel writer tells us 
that he preached the good news of Jesus’ coming. Advent is our opportunity to prepare the 
way for Jesus to come into our lives as we “clean up our act” in preparation for Christmas. 
 

1. Share an Advent ritual or practice that has been special to you. 
2. Is outreach to the needy part of your Advent planning as you prepare for your 

Christmas celebration? What things do you and your family do for others at this time 
of year? 

3. What do you see offered in our parish that can help you make Advent and Christmas 
a spiritual blessing?  Spiritual reading material, acts of charity, increased 
opportunities for worship, a chance for  the Sacrament of Reconciliation? 

 

End with the “Glory Be” 

“Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is 
now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


